Environmentally Preferable Flooring 2009. Product

Polyflor’s vast range of products, technical support and best value
flooring, means you can maximise your BREEAM score without
any compromise on performance, choice or budget.
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The PUR product group in particular offers a further significant environmental benefit. The Polyurethane
reinforcement facilitates a polish-free maintenance regime for its lifetime, greatly reducing chemical
usage and reducing water usage by 55% compared to traditional maintenance regimes.
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There are a number of international schemes used for
assessing the environmental impact of a product over its
whole life. Polyflor have had ranges assessed under a
number of such schemes, but the BRE (Building Research
Establishment) Global environmental assessment is used
as the main tool to convey the environmental profile of
individual ranges of flooring.

It is widely recognised that the BRE Global environmental
assessment methods are exceptionally thorough and well
respected, both in the UK and increasingly
internationally.

BRE Global Limited, a subsidiary of the BRE Trust, is a
world leading independent third party approvals body.

Their environmental rating system provides guidance for
architects, specifiers and clients on the
environmental impact of building materials.

BRE ratings are based on a Life Cycle Assessment
approach, over a building life of 60 years. The BRE Green
Guide is thorough and logical, leading to the increasing
influence of this scheme around the world from its UK
base.

Products are rated for their environmental impact,
receiving a rating from A+ to E, with A+ being the highest
achievable environmental rating. The scheme in 2009 has
been updated from the previous ratings of A to C.
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The cradle to grave approach in creating the
environmental profiles gives a simple to understand
rating to an extraordinarily complex set of data. This
ensures that reliable and comparable environmental
information is available between competing products,
thus eliminating the confusion of claims and

counterclaims about the performance of building
materials.

Within the rating, materials are assessed according to
their impact on Climate Change, Water Extraction,
Mineral Resource Extraction, Stratospheric Ozone
Depletion, Human Toxicity, Ecotoxicity to Freshwater,
Nuclear Waste, Ecotoxicity to Land, Waste Disposal, Fossil
Fuel Depletion, Eutrophication, Photochemical Ozone
Creation and Acidification.

Using A+ rated flooring products will have a beneficial
impact on a BREEAM score (Building Research
Establishment Environmental Assessment Method).

BREEAM is the world's leading environmental assessment
method for buildings. It sets a standard for best practice
in sustainable design and has become the de-facto
measure of a building's environmental performance.
BREEAM can be tailored to assess any building type in
any location in the world.
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